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THE PRESIDENTS MESSAGE TO CONGRESS.

He Congratulates National Legi-
slature on Strong aid Pros-

perous Condition of
the Republic.

GIVES MVCH ATTENTION TO CHINA.

Makes No Recommendations Relative to Cuba. Passes Porto

Rico With Few Words Says Filipinos Must Be Treated as
"Wards of Nation" Vrjes Congress io Push Canal

and Merchant Marine Bills.

Coiisross is congratulated upon the iireKperous condition of the country and
the streiiRtli of American institution. The Republic N declared to be stronger
than ever before, because more strongly intrenched in the hearts of the people
than ever before; the Coiiotitntiou, says the ProMilent, exists to-da- with few
amendments, as it left the hands of its authors.

The Chinese question,, in all its raniilications is dealt with at sreat lensth,
the'oecurrences of the past twelve months in the Celestial Empire and the prog-

ress of peace negotiations between the Towers and the rulers of China being re-

viewed and analyzed. It is suggested that due compensation may be obtaiued,
In part by exacting from China increased guarantees of security for foreign
rights and immunities and, most important of all, by the opening of China to
the commerce of the world. The Czar's suggestion that the question of indem-
nities be settled by the Court of Arbitration at The Hague is approved.

The convention with Great lSritaiu to facilitate the construction of the
Nicaragua!! Canal is commended to the attention of the Senate. The tlovorn-rne- nt

of Nicaragua, It Is stated, shows a disposition to deal freely with the
United States on the canal question, and overtures for :i convention to effect
tho building of a canal under the auspices of the United States are under

It Is recommended to Couprei-- s thai the war tax be reduced in the Mini of
$30,000,000 a year, and that the tax be removed from thoe articles on which
experience has shown it to be the most burdensome to the industries ht the po-pl- e.

It is noted that foreign ships are carrying all but I) per cent of American
trade, and it is recommended that aid be given to the luerchaut marine. Con-
gress is urged to take immediate action on measures to promote Aiuerieaa ship-

ping and foreign trade.
A surplus in the public revenues for the fiscal year aggregating ?70,."7,0iW.18

is shown, and It is also noted that the expenditures of the Government were
considerably reduced during the year. Tho present condition of the Treasury
is one of undoubted strength, and attention is called to the fact that during
the fiscal year bonds and other securities were applied to the Kinking fund to the
amount of ?T0,M1.5T0.0C. It Is added that It will be the duty or Congress to
provide whatever further legislation is needed to Insure the continued parity,
under all conditions, between the two forms of metallic money, silver and gold.

The numerous questions relative to the Philippines are dealt with succinctly.
Military government until peace is declared to be imperative; a civil organiza-
tion Is contemplated for the islands; the natives are to be preferred for civil
offices; the commission has orders to peaceably settle all land disputes; the un-
civilized tribes are to be treated as are the Indians; the work of the commission
is reviewed and approved, and it Is recommended that the Filipinos be treated
as "wards of the nation."'

The service rendered by the navy, in connection with troubles in the Philip-
pines and China, is commended and the recommendation of the Secretary of the
Navy for an increase in the number of vessels and otllters and men is approved.

An army of about 00,000 men will be necessary In the Philippines for some
time to come, it Is declared, and it is recommended that the President be given
power to increase the size of tue regular army to 100,000.

The present government of Porto Itico is approved and it is recommended
that legislation be enacted by Congress conferring upon the Secretary of the In-

terior supervision over the public lauls in Porto Itico.
Uniformity or legislation fn the s?veral States in regard to hurtful trusts Is

declared to be desirable and it is hoped that means may be found for Congress
to supplement an effective code of State legislation eo as to make a. complete
system of laws throughout the United States adequate to compel a general ob-

servance of certain halutary rules referred to.
The Cuban Constitutional Convention is referred to and Congress is advised

that the President will transmit to that body a copy of the constitution that will
be framed and adopted by the convention for such action as Congress may deem
advisable.

Washington, Dec C The President's mes-M-

as delivered to the National Congress
y. la as follows:

To tha Senate and House of Representa-
tives;
At tha outgoing of tho old and the in-

coming of the new century you Begin th.2
last session of tho Fifty-sixt- h Congress with
evidences on every hand of Individual and
national prosperity, and with proof of the
growing strength and Increasing power for
good of republican Institution.". Your
countrymen will join with you In felicita-
tion that American liberty is more (Irmly
established tlian ever before, and that love
for it and tho determination to preserve it
ere more universal than at any former
period of our history.

The Republic was never ro strong, because
never so strongly intrenched In tho heart"
of the people, as now. The Constitution,
with few amendments, exists as it lelt tho
hands of Its authors. The additions which
have made, to It proclaim larger freedom
and more extended citizenship. Popular
government has demonstrated in its one
hundred and twenty-fou- r years of trial hero
Its stability and security, and its efficiency
as he best Instrument of national develop-
ment and the best safeguard to hum-i-
rights.

When tho Sixth Congress assembled In
November. ISO), the population of the United
States was E.30S.4&:. It Is Dow T6.30t.7D3.
Then wo had sixteen State'. Now wa have
forty-fiv- e. Then our territory consisted of
900,050 square miles. It is now 3.S4G.SD3 juai
miles. Education, teliglon una morality
have kept pace with our advancement In
other, directions, and, whllu extending Its
power, the Government has adhered to its
foundation principles and abated none of
them In dealing With our new peoples
possession's. A" nation so preserved and
blessed gives reverent thanks to Gqd and
Invokes his guidance aid the continuance
of his care and favor.

CHINA..
In our foreign intercourse the dominant

question has been of the Chi-
nese problem. Apart from this our rela-
tions with the 'P6wers have been happy.

The recent troubles In China sprang from
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the anti-foreig- n agitation which for the
last three vear3 has gained strength in tiie
Northern Province-?- . The origin lies deep
in the character of the Chinese races and
in the traditions of their Government. The
Talplng rebellion and the opening of Chi-
nese porta to foreign trade and settlement
disturbed alike the homogeneity and the se-
clusion of China.

Meanwhile, foreign activity mado Itself
felt in all quarter", not alone on the coast,
but along the great river arteries and in
the remoter district0, carrying new ideas
and Introducing new association? among
a primitive people which had pursued for
centuries a national policy of Isolation.

The telegraph and the railway spreading
over the land, the steamers pling on theirwaterways, the merchant and the mis-
sionary penetrating year by year farther
to the interior, became to the Chinese mindtypes of an alien Invasion, changing the
course of their national llfo and fraught
with vague forebodings or disaster to their
beliefs and their self-contr-

For several years before the present
troubles all the resources of foreign diplo-
macy, backed by moral demonstrations of
the physical force of fleets and arms, have
been nefded to secure due respect for thotreaty rights of foreigners and to obtain
satisfaction from the rcp-mslbl- e authori-
ties for the sporadic outrages upon the per-
sons and property of unoffending sojourn-
ers, which from time to time occurred at
widely separated points In the Northern
Provinces, as In tho ease of tho outbreaks
In Sze-chn- and Shan-Tun- g.

Posting of antl-forciq- n placards became adally occurrence, which the, repeated rep-
robation of tho Imperial power failed to
check or punish. These Inflammatory ap-
peals to lhe Ignorance and superstition of
the masses, mendacious and absurd in their
accusations and deeply hostile in their spir-
it, could not but work cumulative harm.
They aimed at no particular class of for-
eigners: they were Impartial in attacking
everything foreign. An outbreak nt Shan-Tun- g.

In which the German missionaries
were slain, was the too natural result of
these malevolent teachings. The posting of
'seditious placards, exhorting in the utter
destruction of foreigners and of every for-
eign thing, continued unrebuked. Hostile
.demonstrations toward the stranger gained
sirengm Dy organization.
XOTAHLK OFFICIALS
ACT WITH BOXERS.

The sect commonly styled the Boxers de-
veloped greatly In the Provinces north of
the Yang-ts- e, and with the collusion of
many notable officials, including some in
the immediate councils of the throne itself,
became alarmingly aggressive. No foreign-
er's life, outside of the protected treaty
ports, was sate. ;o foreign Interest was
secure from spoliation.

The diplomatic representatives of the Pow-
ers In 1'ckln strove in vain to check this
movement. Protest was followed by demand
and demand by renewed protest, to be met
with perfunctory edicts from the palace
and evasive and fut.le assurances from theTsung 14 Yamen. The circle of the IJoxer
Influence narrowed about Pekin, and while
normally stigmatized as seditious, it was
felt that lt spirit pervaded the capital It-
self: that the Imperial forces were imbued
with its doctrines and that the immediate
councilors of the Empress Dowager were
In full sympathy with the anti-foreig- n

movement.
The increasing gravity of the conditions

In China and the imminence of peril to our
own diversified interests in the Empire, as
well as to those of all other treaty Govern-
ments, were soon appreciated by this Gov-
ernment, causing it profound solicitude.
Tho United States from the earliest days offoreign intercourse with China had followeda policy of peace, omitting no occasions totestify good will, to further the extension
of lawful trade, to respect the sovereignty
of its Government and to insure by all l-
egitimate and kindly, but earnest, means thefullest measure of protection for the livesand property of our citizens
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and for the exercises of their beneficent
callings among the Chlneiv puiplo.

Mindful of thi-- -, it was fill to be appro-p- i
late that our puipoK-- s should be pro-

nounced in favor of such course .is would
hasten united acliot. of the Powers at l'c-kl- n

to promote the administrative reforms
so greatly needed for str.-ngth- - idng the lm-p- e

rial Governmi nt mid maintaining the In-

tegrity f China, in which we tin'
whole Western world to lie alike concerned.

To then ends I caused to lie nddro oil to
the several Powers ucrupv lug trllitory and
lialiitalnliig sphere' of influence- - 111 e'hlni
the circular proposals of is'fl. inviting from
tin m eleelnratlems or tlu-l- r Intentions and
views as to the . f the adoptioa
of itie.isuics insuring the "bent fits if final-
ity of treatment of nil trade
throughout China.

With gratifying unanimity the resimniM
coincided in IhH enninion policy, iiuliling
me to !ec in the successful !
these proof of tin- - frie.tdly
spirit which animates the various Powers
Interested In the tintraiiuncleil development
of commerce and liuiu-- ti In ill'- - Chinese
Euiplie as a source of vast lieneht to the
whole world.

In this conclusion, which I in-- the grati-
fication to announce as a cimipleieil en-
gagement to the interested 1'owers on
March JO. 194). I hopefully .IHcrnc-- a

faciei for the abatement of the cil --

trust of foreign purposes which for :t y ar
past hail apprand to Inspire the policy of
the Imperial Government, and for the ef-
fective exertion by it of p:r.ver and nut'ir-It- y

to quell the critical n move-
ment in the Northern Pun wees most Im-
mediately Influenced by the Manchu senti-
ment.

Seeking to testify confidence In the will-
ingness and ability of the Imperial admin-
istration to redress the wrongs and pre-
vent the evils we suffered and feared, the
marine guard which had been sent to Pc-k- ln

In the tiiitumn of 1S93. for the pro'ec-tlo- n
of the legation, was withdrawn at the

earliest practicable moment, and all pend-
ing questions were (emitted, as far a- - we
wefe concerned, to the oidlnarv letmrts of
diplomatic intercourse.
H.MU'.H '.KAnUlfilUP
OF lMtl.-VCi- : TIIA.N.

The Chinese Government proved, however,
unablo to check the rising strength of the
IJoxers and appeared to be a prey to Inter-
nal dissensions. In the unequal contest tho
iiuu-iorei- inuuenccs soon gauu-- me as-
cendency under the leadership of Princs
Tuan. Organized armies or Hoxers, with
which the imperial forces affiliated, held
the country between I'ekin and the coit.penetrated Into Manchuria up to the Rus-
sian border, and Ihruugh their emissaries
threatened a like rising throughout North-
ern China.

The attacks upon foreigners, destructionor property and slaughter or con-
verts were reported from all sides The
Tsung I.i Yamen. already permeated with
lostlle sympathies, could make no effectiveresponse tr. the appeals of the iegitions.
At this critical Juncture, in the early spring
of thhi jcar, a proposal was made bv-- the
other riowers that a combined fleet eVoiiM
be assembled In Chinese waters as a moraldemonstration, unier cover of which to ex-
act of the Chinese Government - firrorclgn treaty rights and the suppression
of the Boxers.

The United States, while not partlclDitlns
In the Joint demand, promptlv- - sent from thePhilippines nil Hllins th.1t roill.l lie sn.ireil
for service on the Chinese coast. A mallforce of marines was landed at Taktt and
sent to Pekin for the protection or ih-- i

American Legation. Other Powers took
similar action, until some 4iO men were as-
sembled In the capital as legation guards.
THE I1ATTI.B AT
Tim FORTS OF TAKU.

Still the pel II increased. The legations
reported tho development or the seditiousmovement In I'ekin and the need ot

provision ror defense against it.vvhlle preparations were in progress for alarger expedition, to strengthen the lega-
tion guards and keep the railway open.
an attempt of the foreign ships to make alanding at Taku was met by a file from the
Chinese torts. The forts were thereupon
shelled by the foreign vessels, tho Ameri-
can Admiral taking no part in the attack,on the ground that vve were not at war
with China, and that a hostile demonstra-
tion might consolidate the anti-foreig- n ele-
ments and strengthen the IJoxers to oppose
the relieving column. Two days later the
Taku forts were captured after a sangui-nary conflict. Severance of communication
with I'ekin followed and a combined forcoof additional guards, which was advan
cing to iiy the i"el-H- was checked at
Lang-Fan- g. The isolation or the legations
was

The siege and reller or the legations haspassed Into undying hlstorv. In all thestirring chapter which the heroismor the devoted band, clinging to hope In tho

I s4s5
CANAL. t

t :
Overtures for a convention to ef- - s

rect the building or a canal under
the auspiccj of the United States
are under consideration. In tho sV

meantime the views of Congress up- - s
on the general subject, in the light s
of the report or the commission up--
pointed to examine the comparative s
mcthudd or the various tr.inslth- -
main ship-can- al projects, may be
awaited.

I commend to the early attention
of the Senate the convention with s
Great Iiritaln to facilitate the con- -

s struction ot such a canal, and to
remove any objection which might s
arise out or the convention common- -
ly called the Clayton-ilulwe- -r treaty.
ssssssss-sss-4ss- a

face of despair, and the undaunted spirit
that led their relievers through battle and
fuirering to the goal, it is a memory of
which my countrymen may be Justiy pruu.1
that the honor of our flag was maintained
ailke In the riege and in the rescue, and
that slout American hearts have again sethigh. In fervent emulation with true men
or other race and language, the indomitablecourage that ever strives for the cause or
right and Justice.

Uy June If tho legations were cut off. An
Identical note from the Yamen oidered each
Minister to leave Pe-ltl- under a promised
escort, within twenty-fou- r iioura. To gain
time they asking prolongation ot tholira", which was afterwards granted, andan interview with the Tsung IA
Yamen on the following day. No reply be-
ing received, on the morning or the S)th
the German Minister. Iiaron von Kettc-icr- .

set out for the Yamen to obtain a rcrponse
and on the way was murdered.

An attempt by the legation guard to re-
cover his body teas foiled by the Chines;.
Armed forces turned out against the lega-
tions. Their quarters were surrounded and
attacked. The ml-sl- compounds were
abandoned, their Inmates taktng refuge In
th liritlsh Legation, where all the otherlegations and guaids gathered tor moie

lefen.se. Four hundred persons were
crowded in its narrow compass. Two thou-ca- n

native converts were assembled In a
near-b- y palace under protection of tho

Lines or defence were strength-
ened, trenches dug. barricades raised curlpreparation mnde to stnnj a siege, whichnt once began.
r.MiKit covri.MoLs nm:
for four vvi:i:ks.

From June M until July IT, writes MinisterConger, "there was scarcely an hour during
which there was not firing upon some part
of our lines and Into some of the legation
varying ftom a single shot to a general andcontinuous attack along the whole line."Artillery was piaced around the legationi
and on the overlooking palace walls, and
inuiirauus ui rnot and shell werefired, elestrojing some and damag-
ing all. So thickly did the tA. rain that,when the" ammunition of the besieged ranlow, live quarts of Chinese bullets were igathered in an hour in one compound andrecast. j

Attempts were made to burn the legations I

by setting nelghborinir houses nn urn i.nt
the flames were successfully fought off, al-
though the Austrian. Helglan. Italian andjjucen ivKuuuiis were men j.nu KUDscquently
burned. With the aid nt the native converts,directed by the s, to whoso help-
ful Mr. Conger awards unstint-ed praise, the liritlsh Legation was made averitable fortress--. The Uritish Minister. SirClaude MacDor.ald. was chosen general com-
mander or the defense, with the secretary otthe American Legation. Mr. E. G. Squlers.as chief of staff.

To save life and ammunition the bolegedsparingly returned the Incessant fire or theChinese poldiery, fighting only to repel at-
tack or make an occasional successful sortiefor strategic advantage, such as that offifty-fiv- e American. Bri.ish and Russian ma-rines, led by Captain Myers of the UnitedStates- Marino Corps, which resulted in thecapture of a formidable barricade on thewall that gravely menaced the Americanposition. It was held to the last and provedan invaluable acquisition, because command-ing the water gate through which the relietcolumn entered.

During the siege the derc.nde.rs lost Flxtv-fiv- e
killed. 133 w..undeel and seven by diseasethe last all children.

On July II the besieged had their firstCommunication Kith the Tcn- n- tj v,.
from whom a message came inviting to a I
conference, wihch was declined. Corre-- J

Fpomlence, however, ensued and a sort of
armistice vvai agreed ii)ii. which stopped
the bombauimeiit und leMseiied the rille tire
for a time. Keen thc-- no protection what-
ever was ufforiled, nor any "Id given, wivii
to semi to the legations n small supply ot
fruit and three sacks ot flour.

iiim:si:
.s .cti(si:i

Indeed, the only communication had with
tiie Chinese Government related to the oc-
casional delivery or illspatc-- of u telegram
or to the demands of the Tsung Li Yam a
for tho withdrawal or the legation to iha
coast under escort. Not only are the pro-
testations of tiie-- Chlnes Government thatIt protected and succored the legations; p

coiitraillctesl. but Irresistible pro if
accumulati-- s that the attacks upon thorn
vveio made by Imperial Hoops, regularly
uniform! (I, iiruied unci oli'cercd. belongingto the m.i of Jung l.ti. the Imperial

iiiti.iiiui-r-in-i.-niei-
. ueerecs encouragim?

the- - lloxerx. organizing them under promi-
nent linperl-i- l oillcers. provisioning themand even grunting them l.lige sums In the

. name of the impress Dowagir. are known

. to exist. .Members or the Tsung Li Yamenmm eoiiiisneu protection of the foreignerswere beheaded. L'ven in the distant itiv-ince- smen suspected or fnrc'gn sympathy
vveio put to death, piomincnt among tlusebeing e hang Yin lioon, formerly Chief Min-ister In Washington.

With tho negotiation of the partial armls- -

Bssssss04ssss0s
NAVY.

A very satisfactory settlement has
been made of the long-pendi- ques-

tion of the manufacture of armor
plate. A reasonable price has been
secured and tho necessity tor a Gov-

ernment plant avoided.
I approve the recommendations or

the Secretary of the Navy for new
vessel- - and for additional officers
and men which the required Increase
of the navy makes necessary.

tlce ct July H. a proceeding which was
eloubtless promoted by the representations
of the Chinese Envoy in Washington, the
way was opened for the conveyance to Mr.
Conger ot u test message sent by the Sec-
retary or State through tho kind offices or
MlnUter Wu Ting Fang. Mr. Conger's re-

ply, dispatched from Prkln on July 13

through the same channel, afforded to the
outside world the first tidings that the In-

mates of the legations were still alive and
hoping for succor.

This news stimulated the preparations for
a Joint relief expedition In numbers sur-licle-nt

to overcomo tho resistance which ror
a month had been organizing between Taku
and the capital. sent by
all the Governments were con-
stantly arriving. The United States con-
tingent, hastily assembled from the Philip-
pines or dispatched from this country,
amounted to some 5.C0O men, under the able
command first of the lamented Colonel IJs-cun- i,

and afterwards of General Chaffee.
Toward the end of July the movement

began. A severe conflict followed at Tlen-Tsl-

in which Colonel LIscum was killed.
The city was stormed and partly

Its capture afforded the base of
operations from which to make the final
advance, which began in tho first days or
August, the expeditiem being made tip of
Japanese. Russians. Uritish and American
troops at the outs-jt- .

I'KKIS IS lir.ACHLU
A.U RCLinVi:!).

Another battle was fought and won at
Yang-Tsu- n. This, after the disheartened
Chinese troops offered little show of re-
sistance. A few duys later the Important
position of was taken. A ripid
march brought the unites! forcpsi to the pop-
ulous city of Tung-Cho- which capitulated
without a contest.

On August 14 the capital was reached.
After a brief conflict beneath the walls the
relict column entered and the legations
were saved. The United States soldiers,
sailors and marines, officers and men alike.
In those distant climes and unusual sur-
roundings, showed the same valor.

and good conduct and save proof
ot the Eame hlch of intelligence and
efficiency which have ,disUiigulyhed them
In every emergency.

The Imperial family and the Government
had fled a few d.ijs before. Tne city was
without visible control, 'lhe remaining im-
perial soldiery had made on the nigiit f

the 13th a last attempt to exterminate the
besieged, which they gallantly repelled. It
loll to tho occupying torces- to restore or-
der and organize a provisional administra-
tion.

Happily, tho acute disturbances were
confined to the Northern Provinces. It U
a relief to recall and u pleasure to record
the loyal conduct of the viceroys and local
authorities or the Southern and eastern
Provinces. Their cftorts were continuous-
ly directed to the pacific control or the vast
imputation-- under their rule and to the
scrupulous obse-rvat.e- or roreluu treaty
rights. At ciitical moments, they did not
hisitato to memorialize the throne, uigliu
the protection ot the legations, the restora-
tion or communication, und the u"sertlon
or the imperial authority against the sub-
versive elements. They maintained cxc-l-ie- nt

relations with the official representa-
tives or foreign Powers. To their klirily
disposition Is largely duo tho success of the
Consuls In removing many ot the mission-url- cs

from the Interior to places of saleiy.
In this i elation the action of the ConsuU
should be highly con.mendesl. In Shan-Tun- g

and Eeastcrn Chl-L- l the task w.13
difficult, but. thanks to their energy and
the of American and icrelgn
naval commander, hunclreus or toreigncrs,
including those or othe-- r natlonalltie-- s than
ours, were rescued from Imminent reril.
oi;it policy
AMI CARRIED OLT.

The policy of the United Slates through
all this tiylng period was clcany announced
and scrupulously carried nut. A circular
note lo the Powers. nate-- J July 3. proclulnivd
our attitude. Xreattiit; the condition in ihe
North as cne tr virtual anarcny, in vvhiei
the great Provinces ot the and Houth-wi-

had no share, we ngaraed the local
authorities in the latter quarters as repre-
senting the Chinese people, with whom we
sought to remain In ce and friendship.
Our declared alms Involved no war uguintt
the Chinese nation. We adhered to the
legitimate office of rescuing the Impe-rlls-

legation, obtaining redress tor wrongs
suffered, securing wherever posslb.e

the safety of Amciican lire and property
In China and preventing a spread or tho
disorders or their recurrence.

Ah was I her. said, "the podcy or the Gov-
ernment of the United States Is lo eelc a
solution which may bring about pcnnaiunt
safety and peace In China, preserve Chi-
nese terrltorinl and administrative- - entity,
protect nil rights guaranteed to frlindiy
Powers by treaty and international law and
safeguard for the worn, the principle of
equal ami impartial trade with all parts
or the Chines.. Umpire."

Faithful to those profession, which, as it
proved, reflected the views- and purposes of
the other Governments, all our

have iieen directed toward ending
the anomalous situation In China by nego-
tiations for a settlement nt the earliest pos-
sible moment. As soon as the sacred liny
cr relieving our garrison and Its dependents
was accomplished we withdrew from ac-
tive hostilities, leaving our legation in-d- er

adequate gunrd In Peltln as u channel
of negotiation and settlement u course
ndopted by others oT the interested Powers.
Overtures or the empowered repre-etita-tiv-

of tho Chinese Empire havo been con-
siderably entertained.

Tho Russian proposition looking to the
restoration of the imperial power In Pekin
has- been accepted as in full consonane--e

with our own desires, for wo have held and
hold that effective reparation for wrongs suf-
fered and an enduring settlement that will
make their recurrence impossible can best
be brought about under an authority which
the Chinese nation references and obevs.
While so doing vve forego ro Jot of our
undoubted right to exact exemplary and
deterrent punishment of the reyponslbl" nu
mors una nm-ttor- 01 ine criminal nets
whereby we and other nations have suf-
fered grievous injury.
mussagk'to tiie
ciii.m:m: emitkou.
For the real culprits, the evil counselors

who have misled the imperial Judgment
and diverted the sovereign authority to
their own guilty ends, full expiation be-
comes Imperative within the rational limits
of retributive Justice. Rczardlng this as the
Initial condition of an accepiab.e settlement
between China and the Puwers. I said .nmy message of October IS to the ChineseEmperor:

"I trust that negotiations may begin so
soon as wo and the other offended Govern-
ments shall be effectively satlsHed or yourllajestj's ability and power to treat withjust sternness the principal offenders whoare doubly culpable, not alone toward thoforeigners, but toward your Majesty, under
whese rule the purpose or China to dwellIn concord with the world had hithertofound expression in the welcome and pro-
tection assured to strangers."

Taking, as a point ol departure, the Im-
perial edict arpointlng Earl LI Hung Changand Price Ching plenipotentiaries to arrangea settlement, and the edict of September
-- .whereby certain high officials were desig-nated for punishment, this Government boamoved. In concert with other Poweni, to

:W,.-:.-
-

,. i. 1

ward the opening of negotiations which Mr.
Conger, assisted by Mr. KocMilll. has been
iiuthoiizid to conduct on behalf of the
United States, General bases of negotia-
tion formulated by thti Government of the
I'leiieli Kepubllc: t.avo been accepted with
certain reservations as to details, made nee- -
nuc . lit imp iii ii filpiMinivtfirirevci t.iit titia jj - 'ni ,

j similar reservations by other Powers, open
to discussion in the progress or mo negotia-
tions. The disposition nt the Emperor's
Government to iiilmit tho liablllt) for the
wrongs done to foreign Governments and
their citizens and to act upon such addi-
tional design. ititm of the guilty persons a
the foreign Ministers at i'ekin may be in
u position to make, yives hope of a com-
plete settlement ot all questions, involved,
assuring foreign rights of residence ai.d in-
tercom se on terms of equality for all the
woild.

I reglird as one of the eent!nlor n iliirable adjustment the securnnent r
adequate guaranties for liberty or faith,
since Insecurity of tlio'e natives who mav
embrace alien creeds Is scarcely Ies ef-
fectual assault upon the lights of foreign
woiship and tenehlug than would be tho
direct invasion thereof.

The matter of Indemnity for our wronged
citizens is a question of grave concern.
Measured in money alone, a sufficient repa-
ration may prove to ! beyond the ability
or China to meet. All the Powers concur In
emphatic disclaimers cr any purpose or ag-
grandizement through the dismemberment
oe ino empire, i am to think thatduo comper-ratlo- may be made In part by
It creased guarantees of security tor foreign
rights and Immunities, nr.d. iniut important
of all. by the opening or China to tho equal
commerce or all the world. These views
have been and will bo earnestly advocatedby our representatives.

Tho Government or Russia has put for-
ward a suggestion that. In the event of pro-
tracted cllvertence of views in regard to
Indemnities, the matter may be relegated to
the Court of Arbitration at The Hague. I
favorably Incline to this, bclievin; that high
tribunal could not fall to reach a solution
no less conducive to the stability and en-
larged prosperity of Cbliu Itscir than im-
mediately benefielil to the Powers.

FOREIGN RELATIONS.
Ratifications or a treaty ot extradition

with the Argentine Itepubilc were cx-c- h
mged on June - lust.

Whllo the Austro-llungarla- n Government
has In tho many cases that hav been re-
ported or the arret or our naturalized
citizens ror alleged evasion or military serv-
ice faithfully observed the provisions of
th traty and released such persor.s from
military obligations, it has In borne in-
stances expelled these wluii In
the community of their origin was assertedto have a jiernlclous inlluttice. Representa-
tions have licen made against thu course
whenever Its adootlon has appeared unduly
onerou..

We have been urgently solicited by Bel-
gians to ratify the International convention
of June. Ii91. amendatory of the previous
convention of 1SW. in resrect to the regula-
tion or the liquor trade in Africa. Compli-
ance was necessarily withheld. In the ab-
sence or edvlce and consent or tho Senato
thereto. The orlncinle Involved lin tt, enr- -
dlal sympathy or ibis Government, which.
In the negotiation", advocated
more urastie measures, ai.d I would gladly
see its extension, by international agree-
ment, to the restriction of the liquor traffic
with all uncivilized peoples, especially in theWestern Pacific.

A conference will be held at Brussels- De-
cember 11. UiOO. under the Convention for theProtection or Industrial Property, concludedat Paris. March ?, 1S)3. to which delegates
from this country have been appointed. Aiiylessening of the difficulties that our in-
ventors encounter In obtaining patents
abroad for their Inventions and that ourfarmers, manufacturers and merchants may
have in tho protection of their trade-mar-

Is worthy ot careful consideration, andyour nttenlioii will be called to the resultsr the conference nt the proper tlm-.-

TO III II. I IP TRADE
WITH SOUTH AS1RRICA.

In the Interest of expanding trade be-
tween this country and South Amerka. ef-
forts have be-e-n iiu'de during the past year
to conclude conventions with the SouthernRepublics fer the enlargement or postal
fucllltlcs. Two such i.cre-men- ts weresigned with IJolivia on April u. of whichthat tho money order system Is
undergoing certain changes suggested by
the Post Office Department. A treaty of ex-
tradition with that country, signed on thosame day. is before the Senate.

A boundary dispute between Brazil nnd
Bolivia over the territory of Acre is in n
fair way r.f friendly adjustment, a protocol
signed in December. ISM. having agreed ona dsilnite frontier and provided ror its de-
marcation by a joint commission.

Conditions in Brazil have welshed heavily

!
I BOUNDARY. J

s
In this relation I may refer again to O

the need or definitely mat king the s
Alaskan boundary where it follows
the one hundred and fort) -- first
meridian. A convention to that end
has been before the Senate ror some
two cars. but as no action ha been s
taken I contemplate negotiating a
new convention tor a joint termlna- -

O Hon or the meridian by topograph!- - s
cat observations. Three, it Is be- - O
llevcd. will give more accurate and
unquestionable results than the
sidereal methods heretofore Inde- - s

s followed, which, as Is
known, proved discrepant at several s

s points on the line, although not s
varying at any place more than TOO s
feet. s,,k

on our export trade to that country In
marked contrast to the favorable condi-
tions upon which Brazilian products are
admitted Into our markets. Urgent repre-
sentations have been made to that Govern-
ment on the subject and some amelioration
has beeii effected. We rely upon the re-
ciprocal justice and good will of that Gov-
ernment to assure to us a. rurrher improve-
ment in our commercial relations.

The convention signed May 21, 1S37, tor thefinal settlement of claims left in abeyanceupon the dlsseilution of the commission of
IKE was at length ratified by the ChileanCongreiH and the supplemental commissionhas been organized.

It remains feir the Congress to appropri-ate for the neccssaiy exp?nses of lhe com-
mission.

The insurrectionary movement which dis-
turbed Colombia in the latter part of ISO
has been practically suppressed, althoughguerrillas still operate in some depart-
ments. The executive power or that Re-public changed hands In August last by thaact of V lee President Marroquin in nssu-n-in- g

the reins of Government during the
of President San Clements from thecapital. The chance met with r.o serio-i- s

opjMislllon and, following the precedent"
In inch the United States Mlnl'ei-entcrei- l

I'.to relations with the new de factoGovernment on September 17.
It Is gratifying to announce that the -

sidual eiuestlons between Costa Rica andNicaragua growing out of the award ofPresident Cleveland In 1SSS have beenthrough the choice of an Americnnengineer. General E. P. Alexander, aij um-
pire to run the disputed line. Ills takhas been accomplished to the satisfactionof both contestants.

A revolution In the Dominican Ropublii
towards the close of last year resulted inthe Installation or President Jimlnez.whose
Government was formerly recognized lii
January. Since then final payment hasbeen made of tho American claim In re-
gard to the Ozama bridge.
Ol'R Hf CCKSS AT
PARIS KXPOMTIOX.

The yc-i- r of the exposition has been fruit-
ful In occasions Tor displaying the e;r.o.l
will that exists between this country. ir.'lFrance. This creut competition broughttogether rrom every nation Uie best in
natural productions. Industry, science and
the ariB. submitted In generous rivairv toa judgment made :J1 the more aearchlpg-becaus-

or that rivalry. The extraordinary
increase or exportations from this country
during the past thro years und the activ-ity with which our inventions and v.ars
had Invaded new markets caused much In-
terest to center upon th? American ex-
hibit, anel everv encouragement was offered
In the way of space and facilities to permit
of Its being comprehensive as a whole andcomplete In every part. It was. however,
not nn easy ta?s to assemble exhibits thatcould fitly Illustrate our diver.sille-- re-
sources and manufactures. Slngulirly
enough, our national prosperity lessen"d
the incentive to exhibit. The dealer In
materials knows that the uer must come
to him; the great factories wrre contented
with the phenomenal demand for their out-b- ut

also abroad, where merit had nlready
won a profitable trade.

Appeals had to be made to the patriotismor exhibitors to induce them to incur out-
lays promising no immediate return Thiswas especially Ihe case where it Iiecame
needful lo complete an Industrial sequence
or lllsutrate a class of processes. One man-
ufacturer ufter another had to be visitedand importuned, and at times, after a prom-
ise lo exhibit In a particular section hadbeen obtaiued it would be withdrawn,
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uveitis to pressure of trade orders, and a
ne-- reepierst would have to be made.

Thu Iiisiali.-illo- of exhibits, too, oncoun-tcre-- d

many obstacles and invult-- ujifX-pvct-

cost. Thu exposition was far from
ready at the date ilxed for Us opening. The
French transportation linefs were congested
with offered treiglit. Berlated goods had to
be hastily installed in untinlshtd eiuarters.
with whatever labor could be obtained in
the prevailing contusion. Xor was the task
of the cotmuisMon lightened by the fact
that, on Ins to the sche-m- of clasilllcation
adopted. It was impossible to have the en-
tire exhibit of any one country in the same
buildine or more than one Rroup of exhibits
In the s:imf ev.irl nf uliv buildine. Our iu- -
ttallatlous.Wero scattered on both sld.s of
the Seine and in widely remote suburbs of
Paris, so that additional were
needed ror the work of supervision and ar-
rangement.

Uespite all these drawbacks, the contri-
bution of the United States was not only
the larsest fonlgn display, but was amonc
tho earliest in placer and the most orderly
in arrangement. Our exhibits were shown in
101 out of li'l claMes. and more completely
covered the entire claswtlcation than those
of any other nation. In total number they
ranked next after those of France, and
the attractive form In which, they were
presented secured general attention.

A criterion of the extent and success of
our participation and of the thoroughness
with which our exhibits were organized Is
seen In the awards granted to American
exhibitors by the international Jury, name-
ly: Grand prize. 210; gold medals, GS7; rll-v- er

mednls. 776; bronze meuals, CU, and hon-orab- lo

mention?. 3Z: 2,176 in all. being the
crcatest total number given to the exhibit
of any exhibiting latiun. as well as the
largest number In each grade. This signlil-ca- nt

recognition of merit in competition
with the chosen exhibits of all other na-
tions and at the nands ot Juries almost
wholly made up of representatives of
Franco and other compeUng countries. Is
not only most gratifying, but Is especially
valuable, since It sets us to the front In
International questions of supply and de-
mand, while the large proportion of awards
In the clashes of art and artistic manufac-
tures afforded unexpected proof of the stim-
ulation of national culture by the prosper-
ity that lions from natural productiveness
Joined to industrial excellence.

Apart from the exposition several occa-
sions for showing international good will
occurred. The Inauguration in Paris of the
Lafayette monument, presented by the
school children of the United States, and the
designing of a commemorative coin by our
mint and the presentation of the llrst piece
Ftruck to the President of the Republic,
wcro marked by appropriate ceremonies,
tnd th Fourth of July was e'pecially ob-

served In the French capital.
GOOD WILL. "WITH
Tin: giiioi.w kmpirl:.

Good wiil prevails In our relations with
the Gorman empire. An amicable adjust-
ment of tho long pending Question of the
admission of our life Insurance compunh--
to do buslne.vs in Prussia ha.s been reached.
Ot... tt thi. Kntntinniao fl.1.. lltanr1l'
been readmitted and the way Is opened for j
ocners to snare tne privilege.

The settlement of the riamoan problem,
to which I adverted In my last message.
han accomplished pood results. Peaco and
contentment prewill In the Nland.-- , es-
pecially In Tutuila, where a convenient ad--
ministration that has won the conlWenc-- i ,
and esteem of the kindly dhpo'Jed native',
has been organized under the elirection of
the commaiMier or the United States naval
station at 1'afio Pago.

An Imperial meat-inspecti- law has been
enacted for Germany. While It may sim-
plify the lnspect.ons. It prohibits certain
products heretofore admlttiii. There Is st 11

great uncertainty as to whether our wll-nlg- h
extinguished German trade In meat

products can revive under Its new burdens.
Much will elerend upon regulations not yet
promulgated, which we confidently hope
will bo tree from the discriminations which
attended the enforcement of the old stat-
utes.

Tho remaining link In the new lines of
direct telegraphic communication between
the Tnitcd State and the German Empire-ha-

recently been completed, affording a
gratifying occasion for exchange of friend-
ly congratulatlocs with the German Em-
peror.
filtttAT DltlTAISt
THE A5GLO-DOE- R WAIU

Our friendly relations with Great Britain
continue. The war In Southern Africa In-
troduced Important questions. A condition
unuoual In International wars was present-
ed. In that while one belligerent had con-
trol of lhe seas, tho other tad no ports,
shipping or direct, trade, but was only

through tho territory of a neutral.
Vexatious epilations aroie throuch Great
llritaln's action In reinject to neutral car-po-

not In their own nature,
shipped to Portuguese Pmuli Afrlcn. on Huscore of probable or suspcrtsd ultimate

to the Iloer Slates. Such cons'jra- -
nients in Uritish shlp. by which alone ell- - irct trade Is kept up tct-Aee- our ports and j

Southern Africa, were se'.ze-- In anplicat on
of a municipal law prohibiting Brlti-- h ves-fI- s

from trading with the enemy withoutregard to any contraband character nf tho
good, while cargoes shipped to Delagoa
Bay In neutral bottoms were arrested on
the ground of alleged destination to ene-
my's country. ApproprItc representations
on our part resulted in the British Govern-
ment agreeing to purchase outright all such
Roods shown to be the actual property of
American citizens, thus closing the Inc dent
to the satisfaction of the immediately in-
terested parties, although, unfortunately,
without a bread settlement of a neutral'sright to send goods not contraband per se
to h neutral port adjacent to a belligerent
area.
ALASKAN' noC.XDARY
DISPUTE; ITS STATLS.

The work of making certain provisional
boundary points, for convenience of ad-
ministration, around the head of Lynn
Canal, In accordance with the temoorary
arrangement of October. 10. was com-
pleted by a Joint survey In July last. The
modus Vivendi has so far worked withoutfriction, nnd the Dominion Government hasprovided rules and regulations for securing
to our citizens the beneOt of the reciprocal
stipulation that the citizens or subjects ofeither Power found by that arrangement
wiibln the temporary Jurisdiction of theother rhall surfer no diminution of therients and privileges they have hitherto en-J- o

'til. But, hOTever necessary such an ex-
pedient may have been to tide over thogiave emergencies of tho situation. It is atbest but an unsatisfactory makeshift,
which should rot bo suffered to dclav thespeedy and complete establishment o'f thefrontier line to which we are entitled under
the Itussa-Amertc- treaty for the cessionof

In thi relation I may refer again to theneed of ilellnltely marking the Alaskan
LoumViry where It follows the erne hundred
and forty-llr- st meridian. A convention to
that end has been before the Senate for
poiiie two years, but ar no action has been
taken I ejutemilate negotiating a new con-
vention for a Joint termination of the me-
ridian by topographical observations. These,it is believed, will give m6ro accurate and
unquestionable results than tho sidereal
methods heretofore independently followed,

NOW

which, as known, proved eli'crepant at
several points en the line, although notaring ut any place more than TOO feet.

The pendii.g claim of li. II. May against
the Guatemalan Government has been set-
tled by arbitration. 2Ir. Gcirge F. B. Jea-nr-r.

British Minister at Guatemala. whe
wa chosen is sole arbitrator, having
awarded JH3.77V7J In gold to the claimant.

Vraous American claims against Haytt
have been or arn being advanced to the
resort of arbitration.

As the? result of negotiations with the
Government cf Honduras in regard to Uiet
indemnity demanded for the murder of
Frank II. Pears in Honduras, that Govern-
ment has paid flu.Wo In settlement of th
claim of the heirs.
ClttGKESS I'ltGED TO
IMJli.1I.MKV ITALIAXS.

The assassination of King: Humbert called
forth sincere expressions of sorrow from twj
Government and people, and occasion was
Jitly taken to testify to the Italian nation
the high regard hero felt for the memory,
of the lamented ruler.

In my last message I referred at consid-
erable length to th lynching of live IUU
lans at Taliulah. Xotwithstanding the ef
forts of the Federal Government, the pro
duction of evidence tending to inculpate the
authors of this grievous otfen.se against our
civilization, and the repeated Inquests set
on foot by the authorities of the State of
Louisiana. n punishments have followed.
Successive grand Juries have failed to Indict.
The representatives of the Italian Govern-- ,

ment In the face of this miscarriage have
been most temperate ajid Just.Setting the principle at lFsue high above
all consideration of merely pecuniary In-- ,

demnltication, such as this Government
made In the three previous cases. Italy has
solemnly Invoked the pledges' of existing
treaty and asked that the Justice to which
she Is entitled shall bo meted In regard to
her unfortunate countrymen in onr terri-
tory with the same full measure she herself
would give to any American were his leclp-roc- al

treaty rights contemned.
I renew the urgent reouuintenttatlou- - x.

made last year that Congress appropriately,
confer upon the Federal courts Jurisdiction
in thU class of International caves where the
ultimate rcspor.Rloility of the FeJeral Gov-
ernment may be Involved, and I Invite action
upon the bi.ls to accomplish this which were
Introduced in the Senate and House. It is
Incumbent upon us to remeeiy the statutory,
omission which has led. and may again lead,
to such untoward result. I have pointed out
the necessity and the precedent for legisla-
tion of this character. Its enactment is a
rimple measure of prevlsory Justice toward
the nations with which we. as a sovereign
equal make treaties, require reciprocal ob-
servance.

While the Italian Government naturally,
regards such act.on as the primary, and.
inde-ed-. the mont essential element In the
disposal of the Taliulah incident. I advla
that. In accordance with precedent, and la
a lew of tho Improbability of that particular
case being reached by the bill now pending
Congress make gracious provision for In-

demnity to the Italian sufferers In the same
form and proportion as heretofore.

in my inaugural address I referred to the
general subject of lynching In these worelsJ
"Lvnchtng must not be tolerated in a great
nnd civilized country like the United States;
courts, not tnobs. must execute the penal-
ties of tho law. The preservation of publio
order, the right of dlscusf ion. the Integrity
of tho courts and the orderly administra-
tion of Justice must continue forever the
rock of safety upon which our Government
securely rests."

Thl3 I most urgently reiterate and' again
Invite the attention of our countrymen to
this reproach upon Our civilization.
JAPAN IX 1MRSOSV
"WITH 1'XITED STATKS.

The closing year has wltnerrcd a decided
strengthening of Japan's relations to our
States. The development of her indepen-
dent, judicial and administrative functions
under the treaties which took effect July
17. ISO, has proceeded without International
friction, showing the competence of the
Japanese to hold a foremost place amonr
the modern peoples.

In the treatment of the different Chinese
problems Japan has acted In harmonious
concert With the other Powers and her gen-
erous materially aided la tha
jolilt relief of tho beleaguered legations in
Peltln and in bringing about an understand-
ing preliminary to a settlement of the Is
aucs between tho Powers and China.

Japan's declaration In f.ivorlnf tho lnteg
rlty of the Chinese Empire and of the con-
servation of open world trade there were
frank and positive. As a favor In promot-
ing tho general interests of peace, order
and fair commerce in the Fur East, the in-- t;
lluenca of Japan can hardly be overestl- -. .

iu.iie.ei.
The valuable aid and kindly courtesies ex-

tended by the Japanese Government and
naval oUlclals to the battleship Oregon ate
gratefully appreciated.

Complaint was made last summer of the
discriminatory enforcement of a bubonio
quarantine against Japanese on the Pa-
cific Coast and of Interference with their
travel In California, and Colorado under the
health laws of those States. The latter re-

strictions have been adjudged by a Federal
court to be unconstitutional. No recurrence
of either cause ot complaint Is apprehended

No noteworthy incident has occurred la
our relatione with our Important southern
neighhorr. Commercial Intercourse with
Mexico continues to thrive and the two
Governments neglect no opportunity t;
fn-te- r their mutual interests in all practica-
ble ways.

Pursmtit to the declaration of the Su-
preme Court that tt awards of the lata
joint commission In the Labara nnd Well
claims were-- obtained through fraud, the
sum awarded In the first case, tl,030.eS,
has been returned to Mexico, and the
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